Computers in rheumatology practice: implications for clinical research.
We conducted a survey to determine the current and potential uses of computerized information systems in clinical rheumatology. One in 3 rheumatologists currently uses an office based computer, primarily for administrative functions, and at least one in 5 is likely to acquire a computer in the near future. Survey responses indicate that the increased use of office based computers will increase the willingness of community practitioners to participate in clinical research. This development will provide an opportunity to broaden the scope of clinical research participation and to increase the pool of patients available for cooperative clinical trials in rheumatology.